MRI evaluation of the diaphragmal opening: using MRI parallel to the transsphenoidal surgical approach.
Twenty-six adult diaphragma sellae and infundibulae were examined by MRI parallel to the transsphenonidal surgical plane with attention given to the diaphragmal opening. The diaphragmal opening was observed in 11 cases (42.3%). The anteroposterior diame ter of the opening ranged from 4.0 to 14.0 mm (mean 8.8 mm), and the lateral diameter ranged from 6.0 to 14.0 mm (mean 9.5 mm). In the cases of open diaphragma sellae, the infundibulum tended to be located in the posterior part of the diaphragma sellae but this was not statisticallysignificant. On MRI parallel to the transsphenoidal surgical approach, the anatomy of the dia phragma sellae was well evaluated.